
Issue #10  March 8, 2016 

Chief Electoral Officer Decision – Campaign Spending and Certification 
 
Issue: 
As of 7:00pm on March 3, 2016, the UVSS Elections Office did not receive certification in writing that Woke UVic did not exceed 
the campaign spending limit. 
 
Relevant Policy: 
5.5.c. Candidates must submit copies of receipts for all of their campaign expenditures to the Senior Deputy Electoral Officer by no 
later than 7:00 p.m. on election date, and certify in writing that they have not exceeded the campaign spending limit. A candidate 
who exceeds the campaign spending limit or fails to submit copies of their receipts or to certify in writing that the limit has not been 
exceeded must be disqualified by the Chief Electoral Officer. 
 
5.6.f. An Electoral Officer, the Elections Adjudicator and the Arbitration Panel may deal directly with a slate’s campaign manager 
about any campaign issues related to or complaints made against the slate or a candidate who is part of the slate. The campaign 
manager will be responsible for representing the candidate and the slate with respect to any such issues or complaints, and for 
informing all candidates of the slate about any such campaign issues or complaints and the outcomes. 
 
5.8.a. Candidates, campaign managers, slates and third party endorsers are prohibited from, and candidates will be subject to 
disqualification if the candidate, their campaign managers, slate or third party endorsers: 

8. exceed the campaign spending limit, fail to file all of their receipts for campaign spending and the required certification 
about campaign spending 

 
Application of Policy: 
As per EPM 5.5.c, a deadline to submit receipts and certification is clear and defined.  This information was relayed to 
candidates on multiple occasions (emails, Candidate’s Handbook, Candidate Orientation, UVSS Elections website).  Candidates 
were also made aware of the fact that failure to do so by the deadline will result in disqualification (as per EPM 5.5.c and 
5.8.a.8).  The submission deadline was advertised as 7:00pm PST on March 3, 2016. 
 
As of the submission deadline, copies of the campaign receipts were submitted to the UVSS Elections Office, however the office 
did not receive any certification in writing from candidates that they did not exceed the campaign spending limit.  
 
The campaign manager did certify that the slate as a whole did not exceed the spending limit. However, as per EPM 5.6.f, the 
campaign manager’s role is to simply deal with Elections Office personnel solely with campaign issues related to or complaints 
made against the slate or candidate who is part of the slate. 5.6.f, clearly states that campaign managers are responsible for 
representing and informing candidates with respect to campaign issues or complaints. This does not mean that the campaign 
manager can certify on behalf of the candidates. In addition, 5.5.c clearly states, “candidates… must certify in writing that 
they have not exceeded the spending limit.” 
 
Decision: 
The EPM is clear in the matter that if these documents are not received by the Elections Office by the deadline, candidates 
“must be disqualified by the Chief Electoral Officer”.  As such, effective immediately, I am disqualifying all WokeUVic as 
candidates from the Spring 2016 UVSS Elections to the Board of Directors. 
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I recognize that the election period is complete and the unofficial results have been released, however the Elections Office is 
committed to ensuring that all elections related policies are enforced fairly, fully, and transparently, regardless of the time at 
which a decision is issued by this office.  This decision is precedented by a ruling made March 5, 2015. 
 
Emma Hamill 
Chief Electoral Officer 


