
Vote Yes for AVP 
As a UVic student and a survivor I know that the Anti-Violence Project (AVP), the on-campus 
sexual assault center, is an essential service. The rate of students experiencing sexualized 
violence is staggering. In Canada, 41% of all self-reported sexual assaults in 2014 were 
reported by university students. A study of first-and second-year female students found that 
58% had experienced sexualized violence. AVP is one of the only places on campus you can go 
to get confidential and anonymous support - they don’t ask for any personal details.  
 
AVP has been operating since 1996. In that time awareness of the impacts of violence have 
grown exponentially. It is now widely recognized that in North America, 1 / 3 women, 1 / 2 
non-binary and gender-variant people, and 1 / 6 men experience violence. Campaigns like 
#MeToo are stark reminders of how many people are impacted by sexualized violence. 
 
AVP is a support resource 
Universities are starting to recognize that this is a huge issue for students. In 2017, legislation 
came into effect requiring all BC post-secondary institutions to have policies about sexualized 
violence. While this awareness is very positive, it has meant increased demand for AVP’s 
services. The part-time staff and team of volunteers can no longer meet all the requests for 
support, education, and advocacy.  
 
AVP is for everyone 
AVP works with people of all genders. They seek to create communities of consent, respect, 
and care at UVic, and to deeply transform the roots of violence. AVP provides support, 
information, and referrals to survivors, people supporting loved ones, and people who have 
caused harm. They advocate for individuals and help people navigate systems and make 
informed choices. 
 
Vote yes for more workshops, more support, more resources 
AVP offers free workshops on preventing violence and supporting survivors, and works with 
on-campus partners on initiatives to address rape culture. They have to say no to a lot of 
requests. The organization started receiving funding in 1998 and has been working with the 
same budget since then even though demand for services keeps increasing. 
 
Voting yes would enable AVP to: support more students, provide more workshops and training 
sessions, organize more events and connect with more students, grow the free resource library, 
and train and support more volunteers.  
 
For more information please contact Kenya at kenyarogers94@gmail.com 


