
Director of Campaigns and Community Relations (2016/17) 
Maxwell Nicholson 

Dear prospective UVSS candidate,  

The UVSS has certainly changed my life. I have learned so much and met so many awesome 

people. I have felt part of something bigger than myself and been able to make change in 

Victoria and in the province. It’s certainly not easy – you are thrown into a position you cannot 

prepare for and learn to be a leader very quickly – but you have an amazing team to support you. 

In the position of Director of Campaigns and Community Relations you are in charge of running 

the UVSS’ campaigns. This year we ran Let’s Get Consensual, ReThink Mental Health, Rent 

with Rights, and TextbookBroke. This is a really cool part of the job as you are pretty much 

tasked to try to make university better for students based on what they tell you in the annual 

survey. 

Community Relations has been my favorite part as you have the opportunity to meet some 

amazing people. I have been able to establish great friendships with other student leaders across 

the province, and have worked with many businesses, government, and media to promote our 

campaigns. These people become lasting friends and mentors who will help you not only during 

your time on the UVSS, but for many years after. 

Would I recommend running? Absolutely. It’s not easy being in the public eye – people will 

dislike you and your decisions no matter what they are, but that experience just helps you learn. I 

always tell people to do things that make them uncomfortable, because that’s how you grow. I 

never thought I would be a student leader when I first came to university, in fact, I knew little 

about the UVSS – not even during the election. But all you really need is a little bit of passion, 

and a strong desire to make a difference and then you too can help make UVic a better place. 

 P.S. Be prepared to work 50 hours a week, and have friends get sick of you constantly talking 

about the UVSS!!” 

 


