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Dear prospective UVSS candidate,  
 

Run for student government. You will not regret it! 
 

I was in your position last year, uncertain of whether to put myself forward as a candidate in the 

UVSS election. I ultimately ran for Director of Finance and Operations and was successfully 

elected and have since had the honour of serving my fellow students as an elected student leader.  

 

I honestly did not know very much about the UVSS or what I was taking on before I ran. We had 

a very excited, passionate, and committed team, but none of us were overly familiar with what 

the UVSS really was at its core. The UVSS always needs fresh and exciting ideas. Your ideas as 

a candidate may inspire the UVSS and the students at the University of Victoria. This is a once 

in a lifetime chance to launch into a senior management position with no experience required. 

All you need is hard work, commitment, and passion.  

 

It takes a lot of work to get elected. That said, being involved in an election is one of the most 

exciting things you can do as an undergraduate student. You’re pitching exciting new ideas to a 

receptive student audience. You will meet fantastic new people and will rekindle old friendships. 

You can put as much or as little time into the election as you would like. It takes a lot of courage 

to put yourself out there and run for office, but you will be amazed at the amount of support you 

receive from those around you! 

 

One of the first things I learned after taking office is that the UVSS is a massive organization! 

Over $14 million dollars flow in and out of the organization each year. The UVSS employs over 

200 staff, and represents over 17,000 students. As a director, you oversee everything! There are 

so many opportunities to learn and put your practical skills to use during your time in office. As 

Director of Finance and Operations, you will develop skills in budgeting, labour relations, 

strategic planning, chairing meetings, negotiating contracts, working in a team and so much 

more. Those skills will serve you incredibly well later in life as you enter the workforce or attend 

graduate school. Employers love student leaders! 

 

One difference between the Director of Finance and Operations and other lead directors is that 

the brunt of the workload is in the summer. The position is heavily focused on planning and 

budgeting, so May-July are likely to be some of your busiest months. You will learn a lot about 

your work style in this position. You will undoubtedly make mistakes while in office, however, 

you will have the opportunity to learn from your mistakes and become a better person and a 

better leader. While there will be stressful periods, your fellow directors and the staff are there to 

support you, and they genuinely appreciate the work that you do.  

 



If you’ve made it this far reading my “short blurb”, clearly you’re serious about running for the 

UVSS. My only thing left to say is “What do you have to lose?”  Even if you don’t get elected, 

you will have presented a vision to students, built close knit friendships, and learned a 

tremendous amount. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity. You will not regret running for 

student government. 

 

Kevin Tupper 

UVSS Director of Finance and Operations 

 


