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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FALL 2020 UVSS
ELECTION & REFERENDUM

WHEN AND WHERE CAN I VOTE?
Voting will take place November 4th, 9:00am PST to November 6th, 12:00 pm PST. Due to COVID-19, all voters will cast
ballots digitally using the UVic Webvote system (webvote.uvic.ca). Webvote works on any device with internet access –
yes, you can vote from your phone.

Your Guide to the Electoral Events and Candidates

WHO CAN VOTE?
All individuals who have paid UVSS fees in this current semester are eligible to vote for elections to the Board of Directors and on referendum questions.

GET INFORMED
AND VOTE!

I HAVE MORE THAN ONE NETLINK ID, WHICH ONE DO I USE?
The Webvote system will only allow students to log in and vote using their primary Netlink ID.
WHEN WILL THE ELECTION AND REFERENDUM RESULTS BE ANNOUNCED?
Unofficial results will be available on the UVSS Elections website (uvsselections.com) on November 6, 2020 by
6:00pm PST. Official results will be made available once all complaints and appeals have been resolved.

ABOUT THE UVSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VOTING OPENS
NOVEMBER 4TH, 2020 AT 9:00AM (PST)

VOTING CLOSES
NOVEMBER 6TH, 2020 AT 12:00PM (PST)

VOTE ONLINE!

The UVSS is made up of more than 18,000 undergraduate
students at the University of Victoria, including the 22
members on the Board of Directors (BOD), who work on
their behalf. The BOD is a body of students elected by
students to run the Society.

The UVSS holds two General Meetings each year, at which
time all registered undergraduate students have speaking
and voting rights, giving them direct input into the direction
of the organization, its policies and the budget. All BOD
meetings are open to students and the general public;
however, only members of the BOD may vote.

Directors work together to shape policy, run campaigns,
prepare the budget, resolve administrative decisions, and The BOD is not a “student government”—the BOD has no
generally deal with the business of the Society.
legislative power over its electorate. Each member of the
Of the 22 members on the BOD, five are Lead Directors BOD has a duty to work with other BOD members to further
(directors who are constitutionally allocated responsibilities the interests of the UVSS, and each executive member is
and are paid for 35 hours worked per week). The offices of responsible and answerable to the student body.
the Lead Directors are found in the SUB (B103).
BOD meetings usually occur every other week and are
Directors are typically elected in the springtime electoral
events. This fall, a by-election will fill a vacant DirectorAt-Large position. Directors-At-Large are important voting
members of the Board of Directors, but work part-time and
do not receive compensation.

currently being done virtually. All Directors are expected to
attend these meetings.

Most of the business of the BOD is conducted through
committees, which are struck each year at the beginning of
the new BOD term.

Each semester, undergraduate students pay a fee to the
UVSS—students have chosen, by a majority vote via
referendum, to levy themselves a fee for the operation of
the UVSS and the services it provides.

WEBVOTE.UVIC.CA

GOT QUESTIONS, COMMENTS OR CONCERNS?

THE UVSS ELECTORAL OFFICE IS PLEASED TO DELIVER YOU THIS VOTER GUIDE
CONTAINING IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO HELP YOU MAKE INFORMED VOTING
DECISIONS FOR FALL 2020 ELECTORAL EVENTS.

CONNECT
WITH US!

Virtual office hours are posted on the Elections website. You can also get in touch with
an electoral officer via Instagram or Facebook.

UVSS Electoral Office
@uvsselections

election@uvss.ca
www.uvsselections.com
250.472.4305
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FALL 2020 REFERENDUM QUESTIONS
WHAT IS A REFERENDUM?
A referendum is a vote in which members may vote on a particular proposal (e.g., the adoption of a new policy, a
change to membership fees). The UVSS is required to put certain issues to a full membership vote. According to the
University Act: “... if a student society … changes student society fees, the new amount or the rate of change must be
approved … by the majority of the members of the student society to vote in a referendum.”
Even if the majority of the voters in a referendum support a change, that change won’t be made unless quorum is met.
WHAT IS QUORUM?
Quorum is the minimum number of members (as a percentage) required in order for the result of referendum question
to be considered valid. The UVSS Constitution and Bylaws state that for the results of any referendum question to be
valid and binding, 15 percent of the voting membership (quorum) must participate in the vote. The UVSS has around
18,000 members, so close to 3,000 votes must be cast to reach quorum.
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REFERENDUM QUESTION 2
2. ARE YOU IN FAVOUR OF ENDING THE COLLECTION OF THE FEE, WHICH IS $3.00 FOR FULL TIME STUDENTS
PER SEMESTER AND $1.50 FOR PART TIME STUDENTS PER SEMESTER, THAT GOES TOWARDS A PUBLIC INTEREST
RESEARCH GROUP (PIRG)?

PROPONENT:
EVAN GUILDFORD
Voting YES in the referendum to get
rid of the PIRG fee and repurpose the
existing PIRG trust towards student
grants and bursaries.

For fall 2020, the UVSS Board of Directors approved three referendum questions. As per UVSS Electoral Policy Manual, all questions must be answered with YES or NO.

REFERENDUM QUESTION 1
1. ARE YOU IN FAVOUR OF ESTABLISHING A FEE OF $1.50 PER FULL-TIME STUDENT PER SEMESTER AND $0.75 PER
PART-TIME STUDENT PER SEMESTER IN ORDER TO FUND THE CREATION OF OPEN-SOURCE TEXTBOOKS AND
OTHER OPEN-SOURCE LEARNING MATERIALS, WHICH WOULD BE USED IN UVIC CLASSROOMS?

PROPONENT:
JONATHAN GRANIRER

us money. Voting yes to this referendum will do exactly that. This
proposed fee levy has the potential to save students money as, for
every dollar that is spent on the creation of open-source textbooks,
students can save up to $10 per year — meaning that you can
pay $1.50 now and get a free textbook later. The majority of the
money collected through this fee levy would be sent to an opensource learning material grant that UVic issues twice a year. These
grants are given to professors who would like to create open-source
learning materials in their classes. The committee that adjudicates
this grant money has strong student representation and prioritizes
giving grants to large classrooms that have the potential to save
students the largest amounts of money. The remaining funds from
this fee levy will go towards promoting the existence and usage
of open educational resources and other innovative initiatives that
aim to increase the usage of these resources at UVic.

Hi there! My name is Jon, I am a fifth-year
social science student and I am stoked
to be the proponent for the open-source
textbook referendum. Open-source
textbooks, or open-source learning
materials, are any type of learning
material (textbook, online module,
workbook, educational video etc…)
that are free to access and can be updated without charge by
teaching staff. Open-source learning materials have the potential
to reduce much of the financial barriers that we as students face
at UVic. Too many of us have to choose between textbooks and
groceries. Voting in favour of this referendum would help ensure
that fewer students have to make these impossible decisions.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to send me an
Since 2019, the UVSS has been able to save students hundreds of
email at jonathangranirer@shaw.ca.
thousands of dollars per year through the creation of open-source
textbooks. Passing this referendum would create a larger, more
predictable source of funding dedicated to the creation of these
resources. The UVSS should be saving students money, not costing

REFERENDUM QUESTION 3
3. ARE YOU IN FAVOUR OF REALLOCATING THE FEES CURRENTLY HELD IN TRUST FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST
RESEARCH GROUP (PIRG), TO BE SPLIT EVENLY BETWEEN A STUDENT BURSARY/AWARD AND THE UVSS OPERATING
FUND?
You are voting for this question under the following circumstances:
-T he fees held in trust are $128,848.17 as of August 10, 2020; and,
- If this question is defeated, the UVSS Board of Directors will administer all PIRG fees currently held in trust, in the best
interests of students at the University of Victoria until such time as a service provider is identified to fulfill the purpose
of a PIRG, or the collection of the PIRG fee is ended.

PROPONENT:
EVAN GUILDFORD
Voting YES in the referendum to get
rid of the PIRG fee and repurpose the
existing PIRG trust towards student
grants and bursaries.
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THE BY-ELECTION

WEBVOTE 2020 BALLOT PREVIEW

This fall, a by-election will fill a vacant Director-at-Large position. 11 Directors-at-Large assist the Lead Directors in
carrying out their duties and scrutinizing Lead Directors’ activities. They coordinate and implement all levels of campaigns
concerning education defence and must participate in at least two committees at the UVSS.

TO HELP PREPARE YOU FOR VOTING, THESE ARE EXAMPLES OF THE QUESTIONS/BALLOTS THAT YOU WILL SEE
WHEN YOU LOGIN INTO WEBVOTE.UVIC.CA, TO VOTE IN THE UVSS ELECTORAL EVENTS.

As per the UVSS Constitution and By-Laws 6.8.e “If only one nomination is received for each Director-at-Large position,
the candidates will be acclaimed and considered duly elected.” Therefore, since only one nomination was approved,
Mariel Hernández is acclaimed. To learn more about them, please see their platform below.

CANDIDATES

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE: ACCLAIMED
Hi Uvic! My name is Mariel Hernández, I am a fourth-year student in Pacific and
Asian Studies and in Political Science. I am passionate about making our campus
and community a just and accessible place. My experience building community
programs gives me the planning skills to implement successful projects. I also hold
a finance diploma which allows me to understand the importance of strong fiscal
planning and divestment.
This year we need to work hard to support everyone in our distanced learning
environment. If elected I hope to:

MARIEL
HERNÁNDEZ

Box #1

• Invest in anti-racism initiatives, education, and research such as the work by the
Students of Colour Collective and faculty.
I look forward to helping your student council continue its mandate of supporting
and advocating for you!
Vote Mariel Hernández for Director at Large

Box #2

WEBVOTE.UVIC.CA
HOMEPAGE

LOG ON

Select the electoral event
you wish to vote in:

NETLINK ID?

UVSS Referenda

• Continue to make the Open-Source textbook project a priority by working with
the university administration and faculty to increase its adoption.
• Eliminate food instability by supporting the student hamper program and
expanding their network.
• Advocate for improving our current mental health services. Not only through our
counseling services which are incredibly valuable, but also by building
community. For example, helping strengthen our advocacy groups’ and clubs’
online presence and virtual events.

PASSWORD?

UVSS By-Elections

Box #3

Box #4

Box #5

REFERENDUM
QUESTION #1

REFERENDUM
QUESTION #2

REFERENDUM
QUESTION #3

Are you in favour of establishing a
fee of $1.50 per full-time student
per semester and $0.75 per part-time
student per semester in order to fund
the creation of open-source textbooks
and other open-source learning
materials, which would be used in
UVic classrooms?

Are you in favour of ending the
collection of the fee, which is $3.00
for full time students per semester
and $1.50 for part time students per
semester, that goes towards a Public
Interest Research Group (PIRG)?

Are you in favour of reallocating
the fees currently held in trust for
the Public Interest Research Group
(PIRG), to be split evenly between a
student bursary/award and the UVSS
Operating Fund?

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes
No
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SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS
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ABOUT THE UVSS ELECTORAL OFFICE
IMPARTIAL. RESPECTFUL. FAIR. OPEN.
The UVSS Electoral Office is an independent, non-partisan office of the UVSS charged with administering electoral
events for all members, including annual elections for the UVSS Board of Directors, as well as any referenda. The UVSS
Electoral Office is governed by the relevant bylaws and policies set by the UVSS Board of Directors.
As an independent, non-partisan body, the actions and decisions undertaken by the UVSS Electoral Office concerning
the administration of voting processes are neither subject to the direction of the UVSS Board of Directors, nor the Electoral
Committee, nor UVSS management staff.

ABOUT UVSS ELECTIONS
OCTOBER 30TH
2PM PST

MEET YOUR CANDIDATES!
Online Candidates Forum

To help UVSS members make informed voting decisions, the UVSS Electoral Office
coordinates events to showcase candidates running for the Board of Directors.
These include Candidate Forums put on in collaboration with CFUV 101.9 FM and
The Martlet.
The format will allow students to engage with and ask questions of candidates.
CFUV 101.9 FM will live broadcast this over its airwaves as The Martlet will live
stream the event to Facebook.

Founded in 1963, the University of Victoria Students’ Society (UVSS) strives to represent the interests of all undergraduate
students at the University of Victoria. The UVSS provides services, events and political advocacy to students, while
offering support and resources to clubs and course unions.
At the directive of the student body, as of March 2011, all electoral events are conducted online using the University
of Victoria’s Webvote system (webvote.uvic.ca). No need to track down polling stations with paper ballots on campus.
Simply cast your vote on any internet-enabled device at your convenience during the voting period.

ADAPTIVE TECHNOLOGY FOR VOTING
The UVSS Electoral Office is eager to facilitate an accessible voting experience for all members, including the provision
of aids to account for auditory or visual impairment. Reach out to let us know if you require access to all offerings
provided by the Society for Students with a Disability (SSD).
Please contact the Electoral Office (election@uvss.ca or 250-472-4305) in advance of the voting period to make special
arrangements.

NOVEMBER 4TH
9AM PST

WEBVOTE OPENS

webvote.uvic.ca

NOVEMBER 6TH
12PM PST

WEBVOTE CLOSES

NOVEMBER 6TH
6PM PST

UNOFFICIAL RESULTS

webvote.uvic.ca

Check uvsselections.com for an announcement
on when results will be available.

